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So it is August and within the last month the 68000 market has 
really heated up! Commodore unveiled the highly touted (and 
highly priced) Amiga on July 23rd in Lincoln Center, but 
probably will not begin shipping until September. Atari shipped 
a couple of thousand 520 ST’s to distributers last week and 
promised to ship 30,000 by the end of August. American Express 
began shipping QL“s July 22nd. So by the time you read this, the 
computers should be making their way to your houses and offices. 


With so much action in the 68000 market, a lot of our customers 
are asking,"Why doesn’t Sinclair advertise more or get more 


articles in magazines? . The demand for the QL, according to 
informed sources, has been overwhelming. When quantities are 
sufficient to fill orders immediately, then you will see 


advertising. The best possible advertising for now is for you to 
tell 5 friends how great the QL is, not to hear from a computer 


Salesman (present company excepted) that it is a "stupendous" 
machine. 


The Atari according to the August Computer Shopper magazine does 
not have an operating system in ROM, like the QL has with QDOS: 
it is for now only available on disk. It comes, for $ 795 with 
very basic software. The Amiga ranges between $ 1295 and $ 1995 
depending on the configuration, comes bundled with GEM-—type 
software and Microsoft Basic. This is a nice machine-it 
certainly ought to be for the price. 


When you get your QL, compare QUILL with the word processor that 
comes with the ST or the Amiga, and the two drives and anything 
else you want to compare, and the QL is the clear cut winner. 
And then to add icing to the cake, show them the list of 
available programs for the QL and ask to see what they have that 
they can order NOW for their machines. 


AS we have stated in earlier Reports, because the QL comes 
bundled with such four excellent programs as the Psion suite, we 
feel it is your best buy. You will not be able to do much with 
your Atari or Amiga straight out of the box. 


We, of course would like to sell you the QL but remember that 
the Atari ST and Amiga have a higher price tag primarily due to 
all the middlemen that get a per centage- manufacturer’s rep, 
distributer, dealer, advertising agency, etc. The price tag on 
the QL is for you, the customer. The Boston office of Sinclair 
is very concerned about Pleasing you directly. How Many other 
computer companies want to do this? Between Sinclair Research 
and third party companies such as ours who Support the OL, you 
will get all the support you need. call until 
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We are starting with this issue a case study which we will 
update for you each month. The study involves using ARCHIVE in 
an actual business environment, ie ours, and hopefully will 
prove beneficial to you in helping you to understand how 
powerful this database is. 

We are now using ARCHIVE to store our customer Tiste. 


Previously, we had been using Masterfile on microdrive with our 
2068. Both databases were set up with 15 fields that included 
source (where the customer heard about us), first name,last name, 
street address,city,state, zip,other,notes (QL people were noted 
here, Spectrum in “other,"),date last ordered("7-85") ,sales slip 
number, amount of sale, first order, second order, third order 
(listing date and abbreviation of items ordered). The source 
field might have "Ni" for source unknown but requested TS1i000 
software catalog, or "SRLO" for a referral from Sinclair 
concerning the QL, or "TSH2" for a 2068 person who saw our ad in 
T-S Horizons, etc. 


On Masterfile, with the memory limitations of the 2068, we could 
hold approximately 400 records per file. We could store three 
files per microdrive cartridge and switch from one to the other 
to search or update in about 13 seconds. So we could search in 
less than a minute through 1200 names. 


The problem with this on the 2068 was, if one received an order 
from "John Doe," you would boot up the first of 3 cartridges 
with 1200 names and search for his name. If not there, load the 
second file within the first cartridge and search again, etc. 
etc. If John Doe was in our database on cartridge 3, file 3, we 
would have to search for him 9 times before we found him. With 
well over 100 requests and orders per week to log into the 
system, this became tedious to say the least! 


With ARCHIVE, we search for John Doe once. If he does not come 
up, he is a new customer and is added to the file. 400 records 
in Masterfile used 38000 bytes. We now have 418 records in on 
the QL and have used 47000 mainly because we put the customer’s 
first name in now; before it was just an initial, and some other 
information. When we enter the command-"PRINT memory QO" it 
shows 14324 bytes left. When we created the file originally, it 
showed slightly over 15000 bytes. ARCHIVE shows the bytes left 
that dt needs to. work with... ai 


Obviously, with 47k used, we could only store 1000 names per 
cartridge before we would run out of memory. A users group in 
England has a patch to split your datafile onto both microdrives 
So you could go to 2000: ‘records at once), After This. “amount, you 
would have to start a new file . Maybe file 1 would be "A thru 
Mtana file 2 "N thru Z" etc. But searching 2000 names at once is 
much better than only 400. 


Now, with disks the situation changes drastically for the better 
we think. This is where the case study comes in. We have in our 
offices a Teac single drive double density which can hold 720k. 
We have used 47k on roughiy 400 names. Does that give us storage 
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capacity of 00 customers per disk? In the coming months we 
will keep you informed as to number of records used, number of 
bytes, free memory, and how tne patch works for splitting the 
file onto two microdrive cartridges. We will try and get over 
100k worth of moc im by next month so we Can tell “you whether 
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We also will be creating an invoicing file within ARCHIVE so we 
can take your order AND update the customer list at the same 
time. If you have a small business and are using the QL for an 
application that really helps your business, write and let us 
know and we will publish your article in an upcoming issue of 
the Report. 

Turning to software, we now have Cartridge Doctor in stock which 
we mentioned in last month’s Report. QLRef is no longer 
available on the same cartridge with WD Utilities; it is simply 
too large. The current edition now contains over 700 QL 
references in an ARCHIVE datafile. WD Utilities is now $ 16.95 
and QLRef is $ 9.95 or $ 24.95 for both if ordered at the same 


time. For those of you who have already purchased a previous 
edition of QLRef, send us a blank formated cartridge and $ 6.00 
for an upgrade. OLRef is the best refernce file you can have for 
your OL. i = 7 : ae 


And remember, WD Utilities is a program that you will find 
yourself using a lot. To be able to specify that you want to 
FORMAT a cartridge 6 times (number is up to you ) and have it do 
this automatically without re-typing every time, "FORMAT 
mavi_Datafile" or whatever not only saves time but lessens the 
liklihood of ending up with a corrupted cartridge. And that is 
only one of many features this cartridge contains. 


There are going to be some incompatability problems with British 
QL software so we will try and keep you up to date on what 
programs will not run. Psion has informed us that QL Chess will 
NOT work on a TV here in the States. If you have a monitor there 
will not be any problems. Other programs like Graphi@L have had 
to be converted to run on the American ROM version of the OL. To 
find out the ROM version in your machine type in from SuperBASIC 
the following: " PRINT ver$" and the current ROM will appear in 
the top right hand corner- should be "Jsu." 


We have a tip for those of you using EASEL. Make sure you view 
ALL of the figures before you initiate the save procedures. If 
you have data on 10 items and are only viewing 2 items on the 
Screen in one of the graph formats, you will only save those 2 
items and not all 10. 


We have a small fan on the right side of the computer blowing 
across the rear microdrive heat vents. We have positioned the 
power supply behind the computer so the fan blows on that also. 
We used to get a few infrequent system crashes but since using 
the fan have had none. Microdrive 2 does get warm and a small 
fan may not help, but it certainly can’t hurt either. Although, 
we are in Arizona where it reaches 115 degrees with horrible 
regularity this time of year OUTSIDE. 


We are stocking an excellent surge protector, the Networx Wire 
Tree at a very good price. We recommend some sort of device such 
as this very strongly; it’s a small price to pay to protect your 
system. 


In the Bytes and Pieces department......Psion is working on a QL 
version of MATCHPOINT the great Spectrum tennis simulation...... 
Bill Jeffrey is the new Chief Executive of Sinclair Research.... 
He: formerly headed the TV division of Sinclair and is a former 


executive of Mars Electronics....HOPPER now available on the QL. 
We have limited access to Microvitec Cub 653 monitors-call for 
more: “information rand, “pricing: ia... Three magazines ordered 
together now only $10.50 includes UPS shipping so will get to 
you anywhere in U.S. in 10 days MAK. .... QUASIMODO on 
order-excellent arcade game-watch for review....The QL goes to 
Hollywood!..Q1 being used to run cameras on "miniature" special 


effects shots for a major motion picture with a very famous 
director. Did you Ever Think it would do that? 


New programs on order inlude a 68000 machine code Tutor, both 
games mentioned above, an accounting program, and an invoicing 
program. Lattice-C will be available in September. The quantity 
and quality of QL software is increasing month by month. 


Next month we hope to devote a lot of space to reviewing games 
software for the QL. We will review everything from HOPPER to 
NIGHT NURSE . We also should have our evaluation 256k RAMS in 
stock and our double expanders to let you connect disk and RAM 
together and will give you our recommendations as to what works 
best here in the States. We will have tested Micro Peripherals 
disk interface and Kempston’s and will review these in upcoming 
issues. 


We are looking for short program listings to include in the 
Report so if you have something you’re proud of, send it in and 
if we like it, we'll include the listing in an upcoming issue. 


We’re thinking of expanding this Report come January and 
otfering: it on a Subscription “basis with advertising; 
interviews,etc. Let us know what you think of the idea. 


$ 55.95 inclusive. 


Lurking behind every computer is 
the power to destroy itself. 

1 The Wire Tree is a unique, four 
outlet power source and protection 
device. It provides an extra long 

power cord and four surge suppressed 
and filtered outlets. It comes packaged 
in an attractive silver foil box witha ` 
see-through window and an eye catch- © 
ing point of purchase display. 
& The Wire Tree is UL listed and 
covered by a five-year warranty. 
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